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Ask people what it's for, and you'll get many
answers. Some involve head scratching.

On the surface, Twitter seems like a tool for
egomaniacs. These people think the world
really cares about their every thought. And
you can find plenty of them on the site.

Twitter is a micro-blogging site. It lets you
post messages of no more than 140
characters. They show up on your page,
which is on the Twitter site. You can follow
other users. Their updates also appear on
your home page. You can also send direct
messages to specific people.

So, that's what it is. But what is the point?
That depends on what you want to get out of
it.

Some people use Twitter to keep up with
close friends and family. You can choose to
only follow people you actually know. The
only updates you'll see are from them. You'll
know if your friend is down the street at the
bar. You'll know if your sister is home sick.

Yes, a phone call or text message could do
the same thing. But Twitter lets you reach
everyone simultaneously. It only takes one
tweet to update everyone. For example:
"Hey, anyone up for poker?" or "Got a flat
tire. Anyone have a jack | could borrow?"

Watch a video on Tweeti
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Even seemingly silly tweets can have
meaning among friends.

By default, Twitter accounts are open to the
public. Anyone can view your updates. But
you can restrict access. You can decide
exactly who sees your tweets. So, Twitter
can be a very personal tool.

Celebrities, big and small, have descended
on Twitter. It can be interesting to follow your
favorites. Some use it to promote
themselves. Others use it to connect—even
have conversations—with their fans. You
can follow people like Oprah, William
Shatner, Al Gore and a lot more.
Professional athletes are on Twitter.
Shaquille O'Neal plays basketball for the
Cleveland Cavaliers. He actually meets with
his followers around town. And he
sometimes gives out free tickets to games.

You can follow your favorite news
publications. This includes Fox News, CNN,
ESPN and the BBC. You can find local TV
and radio stations.

Chances are your favorite blogs and
magazines are on Twitter, too. You'll get a
constantly updated list of headlines. They'll
be accompanied by links to the stories.

Various online stores use
Twitter. You can find special deals and
coupon codes from Amazon.com. There are
even products like Pepsi on Twitter. Of
course, this is all marketing. But you can find
some deals.

So, Twitter is a  social-networking
site/blog/news source/marketing tool/deal
finder. And new uses are being thought up
all the time. You can use it for one
application, or any combination of them. In
the end, it's up to you.

www.komando.com/tips/index.aspx?id=6737
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Age-appropriate  Curriculum-related
Librarian-tested Teacher-approved

INFORio Electronic Resource Gore Collection for 2009-2010

Per Terri Fredericka, INFOhio Director:
The State Library of Ohio recently approved the Libraries Connect Ohio (LCO) partners’ request to renew
purchases of the Ohio Web Library collection of databases. The request was modified to take into account
state budget cuts and spending controls that are affecting all partners.

“\a‘\?“' Barring any additional budget problems, we expect to retain the following resources:

The ART Collection
Biography Reference Bank
EBSCOhost
LearningExpress Library
Literature Online
Oxford Reference Online
Science Online
World Book Web

Budget cuts cut some Electronic Resources
SIRS Discoverer
As | announced earlier, SIRS Discoverer is not part of Library Connect Ohio (LCO) resources. INFOhio has
been the only partner to provide the resource to our community. When INFOhio lost funding for SIRS
Discoverer in October 2008, the eTech Ohio Commission provided a one-time grant to continue the resource
last school year. INFOhio has attempted to secure a new sponsor to purchase SIRS Discoverer at the state
level, but all agencies have seen budgets reduced, and | do not anticipate SIRS Discoverer will be included in
the Core Collection for this coming school year.

Our SIRS Discoverer colleagues at ProQuest have graciously allowed us to use the product through
September 30 and are collecting information for building/district prices. INFOhio will publish a revised “Core
Collection Plus Price List 2009,” http://www.infohio.org/PriceList2009.pdf , by August 3, that will include SIRS
pricing. The password-protected document requires the same password as used for the Core Collection
during 2009-2010. ....continued on page 9




@lhie Funding 2st Century Studemg Learm
allly Stafifed Seh

ews from OELMA

anreugh Prefession

~advocacy link: http:/www.oelma.org/Ohio.ht/™
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factor." The organizational units will be determin
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of organizational units is one unit; each district
organizational unit regardless of the formula ADM.

On Monday, July 13, the Ohio Legislature's Con
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Sec. 3306.10.

(A) The technology resources support component of t
city, local, and exempted village school district i

(1) The licensed librarian and media specialist fac
(2) The technical equipment factor.

(B)(1) The licensed librarian and media specialist

by multiplying the number of the district's organiz
$60,000.

(2) The technical equipment factor shall be calcula
district's formula ADM times $250.

(C) The licensed librarian and media specialist fac
equipment factor for each city, local, and exempted
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2010, by 0.30 in fiscal year 2011, by 0.40 in fisca
0.60 in fiscal years 2014 and 2015, and by 0.80 in
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technology resources support under this section and
the department of education.
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Marie Sabol

2009 OELMA President
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Deb Logan

OELMA Advocacy Co-Chair
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Comstockery  Comstockery, an overzealous
censorship of literature and other forms of art, was
coined by George Bernard Shaw in reference to Anthony
Comstock (1844-1915). People in this day and age may
have a hard time believing that one narrow-minded
person had the power to ban all the books and plays he
felt were corrupting. But Comstock succeeded at doing it.
And not simply banned: About 160 tons of books,
stereotyped plates, magazines, and pictures were
destroyed.

Comstock was the founder of the New York Society for
the Suppression of Vice, an organization that advocated
the banning of all literature deemed to be salacious or
corrupting. Comstock did the deeming—he was the self-
appointed censor of books, plays, and pictures. He also
led many campaigns against abortion, birth control, and
pornography. Through his influence certain types of
literature, especially that concerning birth control, were
excluded from the mail by federal passage of the
Comstock laws. Appointed special agent of the Post
Office Department, he arrested more than three
thousand persons supposedly in violation of the laws that
bear his name. The Comstock Postal Act, in H. L.
Mencken's words, “greatly stimulated the search for
euphemisms”: Pregnant became “enceinte,” syphilis and
gonorrhea were changed to “social diseases,” and so
forth.

The inquisitor took aim at Shaw's play Mrs. Warren's
Profession. Shaw retaliated when he coined the word
comstockery. Thus the self-righteous moral censor has
attained a dubious immortality.

Inspired by Comstock's censorious repression of thought
and with Comstock as the guiding spirit, Boston's Watch
and Ward Society was organized in 1876. The society
proved to be ever vigilant in guarding the morals of the
good burghers of Boston. Publishers were pleased to
have their books banned because to advertise that a
book was “banned in Boston” was a sure way of spurring
sales throughout the nation.
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SirsiDynix recently released Patch Cluster 4 of their Symphony library software and this patch was applied
to all installations in the NOECA service area on Wednesday, June 24th .

There are a number of bug fixes in this patch cluster, including the issue where the cursor is not being
focused in the expected location when closing search wizards. To address this problem, an updated client is
included in the patch cluster.

As a result, all users will need to update the software __ upon your next login to WorkFlows.
PLEASE NOTE: you will be prompted to upgrade the software wheny ou log in the next time  (on each of
the computers you are using). If you have the administrative rights on your computer, say YES.
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Notes About the Update Process:

@ The instructions for updating the client for all users is available on the Java Handbook page at
http://www.infohio.org/Documents/SirsiManual/SirsiJava/SirsiHandbookJava.html  username: library,
password: book)

PC Users:

& If you are performing the update on a system with Windows XP, you will need to perform the update using an
account with “administrator” privileges

& If you are performing the update on a system with Windows Vista, you will need to disable the User Access Control
feature in Windows Vista as described in the documentation

MAC Users:

& Some MAC users upgraded to a version of the client in October (or later).

& If you HAVE updated the WorkFlows client since October, you will be able to update the client when
prompted, but you may be prompted for the “administrator” password during the software update.

& If you have NOT updated the client for the MAC since October, or if you are uncertain whether you have,
you must uninstall the current Workflows client. To uninstall the Workflows client, you will need to be an
administrator and/or you will have to know the administrator password. After the client is uninstalled, it must
be downloaded from the INFOhio web site and then re-installed. You must not use the ROOT user to install
the client. Use an administrator or power user account and have the administrator password available in case
you are prompted for it during the install.

ALL Users:

When the upgrade is completed, go to your HELP/ABOUT screen in Workflows and confirm that your client
has been updated to version 3.2.1.2.36. If the update to Workflows was unsuccessful, please contact your
tech. coordinator and Lisa Wendt, Library Services Support Specialist.



J101/2 3 4

Budget cuts of our LCO partners require changes to two products. Consumer Health Complete, one of the EBSCOhost
databases, was discontinued as of July 1. Schools are encouraged to access EBSCOQO'’s Health Source, Alternative Health
Watch, and MEDLINE — as well as NetWellness — for health information. The revised “Price List 2009” will include Consumer
Health Complete pricing by August 3.

The NewsBank Newspapers collection will be limited to four of the five largest Ohio dailies:

- Columbus Dispatch (for the first time!) - Cleveland Plain Dealer
- Toledo Blade - Dayton Daily News
NewsBank will also provide full coverage access to the Cincinnati Post from 1990 through the end of 2007.

Although national newspaper access through NewsBank will be discontinued, main stories from national and Ohio
newspapers will continue to be available through EBSCO Newspaper Source. See http://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/nf-
coverage.htm for a coverage list.

SchoolRooms

INFOhio had hoped to provide SchoolRooms for all Ohio K-12 students, parents and educators for the 2009-2010
school year. Unfortunately, Ohio’s budget limitations make this impossible. However, INFOhio has negotiated special pricing
for Ohio schools to purchase SchoolRooms, will continue to provide input to SirsiDynix in the development of this learning
portal and will advocate for the addition of Ohio content and other improvements.

To help you decide if SchoolRooms is appropriate for your students and your district’s budget, INFOhio has
prepared a Web page, “Is SchoolRooms Right for Your Students?” at
http://www.infohio.org/ER/SchoolRoomsdecision2009.html . The page contains links to a fact sheet and other background
documents, an explanation of how various funding sources can be used to purchase SchoolRooms, a link to the
newest version of “Price List 2009,” and procedures for subscribing to SchoolRooms. To allow for continued evaluation and
demonstration of the product, SirsiDynix has agreed to extend statewide access to SchoolRooms until September 30.

Thank you for your understanding and supp  ort for INFOhio during this time of financial uncer tainty.
Please be assured that INFOhio / NOECA will communicate further details as they become av ailable.

"RSS (most commonly translated
as "Really Simple Syndication" but
sometimes "Rich Site Summary")
is a protocol that lets you subscribe
to online content using an RSS
“reader” (like in Internet Explorer) Or
“aggregator” (like BLOGLINES ...which
is probably blocked by your school filter!)
and lets you decide exactly what
content comes  your  way.

Imagine for a second you could
have the latest information from
your favorite web sites delivered
to you in a really simple way
without you having to visit the web
sites or sign up for newsletters.
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w To create a shortcut to your StaffWeb:
M ﬁ =>Log in at
A +, - -+ , 0

“c“ w1 o«

Next, from your browser address

StaffWeb for Libraries is window, LEFT CLICK & DRAG the
the  web-based version of URL over to your desktop
WorkFlows and is a great tool for For more help with this time-saver,
CIRCULATION functions. contact lisa@noeca.net

Create a desktop shortcut on the
computer so your library aides can
quickly use the CHECK IN /
CHECK OUT without having to
use the full version of Workflows.

StaffWeb can be accessed from
any internet-ready computer so it
is also very helpful for “classroom
circulation” of catalogued class
sets or even textbooks!
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